Another Year, Another…

As we expectantly greet 2010, we should pause to reflect on what has passed.  The steady and unstoppable march of time means that all of us who have seen this new year come have also seen the old one go.  Whether or not we like to acknowledge it (some of us have been celebrating the same birthday for the last 10 years!), we are all a year older than we were at the beginning of 2009.  Time has been spent that can never be redeemed.  Our flesh is that much closer to the grave.  The middle-aged and older among us can certainly feel this fact in their bodies, and even the young and spry have to concede that they’re a little further along in their march to eternity.  Yes, we’re all a year older now, but the real question is…


…are you a year wiser?  Do you know more of God’s word and understand more perfectly His will for your life?  Have you learned from your mistakes and benefited from your experiences during this past year?  Every year (in fact, every day) has lessons to teach us; wisdom is crying aloud in the streets (Proverbs 8:1-3), but if we just plow ahead with ears covered and eyes closed, we will miss much of what the Lord is trying to show us.  

…are you a year stronger?  Have you overcome the obstacles in your path and gained the resolve to conquer those yet to come?  Have you been exercising yourself in godliness (I Timothy 4:7-10) and building up your stamina to stand against the enemy?  You and I should be able to endure more pressure and accomplish more work for the Lord now than we could last year.  If we can’t, that means we haven’t been working out!

…are you a year better?  Are you a more faithful and productive Christian now?  Can you say that you have come closer to the perfection to which you are called in Jesus Christ?  We must be a growing people, saints who are not satisfied with being stagnant (Ephesians 4:12-16).  Complacency kills and a perpetual state of immaturity makes for a backsliding body of believers.  If you are no more than what you were this time last year, 2009 was wasted.  Resolve to make progress this year; make up your mind to move fearlessly and faithfully FORWARD in 2010!

