Celebrate Your Independence!

We should rejoice in our freedom.  There is definitely cause to celebrate our American liberty, as we all do around this time of year.  It is a great blessing from God that we live in a country where we enjoy the rule of law, the protection of our rights, and the many liberties we take for granted.  We can pursue an education in just about any field, choose our own lifestyles, express ourselves freely, assemble together peaceably, and worship God without harassment.  

As Christians, however, we have even greater cause for celebration: we are free from bondage to sin and death!  Christ paid the price for our sins and shed His blood to redeem us (I Peter 1:18-19).  We no longer live under the devil’s power.  Our sins are forgiven and our consciences are purged of guilt and shame.  We are enabled to come into the presence of our holy God and call Him “Abba, Father.”  We enjoy peace that passes understanding, we walk as children of light, and we bask in the hope of eternal life!
They say the best way to celebrate your freedom is to use it.  Fireworks and barbecues are all well and good, but the greatest way to show your appreciation for your liberties and rights is to exercise them every day.  We are encouraged to make our voices heard and to fully participate in the democratic process.  We are urged to vote in every election and not blow off the privilege as something insignificant.  The best way to celebrate freedom is to walk in that freedom every day and work to keep it.

The same applies to our spiritual liberty in Christ.  We must take advantage of the gifts He gives and exercise ourselves fully in godliness, lest we fall back into bondage.  We should take full advantage of the privilege of prayer, going to God faithfully and without ceasing (Ephesians 6:18, I Thessalonians 5:17).  We should joyfully assemble at every opportunity to fellowship with brothers and sisters in Christ and to receive the encouragement and edification we need to press on (Hebrews 10:25).  We should study the word diligently to show ourselves approved to God and be strengthened in the knowledge of His will (Acts 17:11, II Timothy 2:15).
Furthermore, we who are free must struggle to remain free by resisting the temptation to go back into what enslaved us in the first place!  Galatians 5:1 says, “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.”  Paul warns against letting ourselves be taken captive again; we must not be enslaved once more to the very things that Christ died to deliver us from.  Believers were warned not to return to the dead works of the old law like circumcision and Sabbath-keeping (Galatians 5:2-6).  We are also warned not to continue in sin once we are dead to it (Romans 6:2).  The greatest thanks you and I can give God for setting us free is staying free from those things that He has delivered us from.  Celebrate your liberty every day by walking in the light of truth and righteousness!
