What governing body does your congregation come under and where is your headquarters located?


The church of Christ is the greatest organization in this world, and Christ is its only head (Ephesians 1:22-23; Colossians 1:18).  The church is the Body of Christ and He has all authority and power therein.  We have no scriptural authorization to establish a greater governing body or to set up a hierarchy in which certain men are granted control over a number of churches.  To do any such thing is unscriptural and very harmful, for we begin to look to those men instead of God’s word for the establishment of policy and the statement of doctrine.  The Lord has given us all things that pertain to life and godliness (II Peter 1:3) and the God-breathed scriptures are sufficient (II Timothy 3:16-17).  WE HAVE ALL THE POLICY AND DOCTRINE WE’LL EVER NEED IN THE BIBLE!


The scriptural plan for the leadership of the church is given on an individual congregational basis.  Elders are the spiritual overseers and shepherds of the flock.  They were to be ordained in every city where the church existed (Titus 1:5; Acts 20:17).  We understand from this that the churches, though collectively composing one Body, should be autonomous in the conducting of their individual affairs, handling of their individual problems, appointing of their individual leaders, and accomplishment of their individual works.  How can an elder oversee an assembly other than the one he knows personally and intimately from having faithfully worked and worshipped there?  How is it possible for a shepherd to feed several flocks at once?  If godly men who understand the Bible and truly love the Lord are appointed to watch for the souls of the saints, there will not be a need for any hierarchy of outside leadership.  To go beyond the congregational level for governance of the Lord’s church is disobedient and dangerous.

Is that to say there should be no interaction between churches whatsoever?  Certainly not!  We read in our Bibles of churches praying for one another and helping one another in benevolent ways.  There is to be a deep fellowship among all of God’s children.  We should come together when threats to the unity and the doctrine arise in an area, but only to seek the answers and expound upon the solutions that the word of God has already given.  And we should come together to work in concerted efforts as believers to edify one another and evangelize our communities.  However, there is no reason or scriptural authorization to establish any governing body that will dictate policy to all congregations of the church.  It is unnecessary, it is unscriptural, and it is ungodly.  


“But, preacher, what about the council called in Jerusalem to settle the matter of whether or not a Christian should become Jewish first, being circumcised and keeping the law of Moses?”  (See Acts 15 for the full story.)  I’m glad you asked.  The first distinction between that and what men are doing today is that the church was in its infancy at that time.  There was still much ignorance as to the doctrine of Christ.  The word was just being taught, and there were many questions still lingering in people’s minds, especially those who had kept the Law of Moses for their entire lives up until then.  The apostle Paul himself plainly confessed that they knew and prophesied only “in part” in those early days (I Corinthians 13:9-10).  Now, however, that which is “perfect” or complete has come.  There is no need for such a group today, for we have the inspired scriptures, and they contain all that we need doctrinally to govern our congregational affairs.  The faith has been delivered once and for all (Jude 3).  
Secondly, that meeting was comprised of apostles and elders.  They came together, not to decide the doctrine, but to deliver the doctrine.  These were God’s chosen spokesmen unto whom He had given the keys of the kingdom.  Whatever they spoke would have already been decided in the mind of God (Matthew 16:19).  They had been given the authority to speak for the Lord.  We have no such divinely-inspired people in our midst today.  Whatever one man can know about the will of God, every other man can also know by searching the scriptures wherein all truth is found.

Finally, that was a temporary meeting.  They came together, delivered the doctrine, and went their several ways once more, sending the letters to the Christians to whom the matter related in Antioch, Syria, and Cicilia.  They did not make up a permanent council which constantly set and then modified and updated policy as the times changed and different questions arose.  This was not the beginning of a permanent tribunal to which Christians from near and far could come to settle disputes.  Jerusalem did not become the headquarters of the church, nor had it previously been.  This council was temporary and it was for the deliverance of a specific doctrine by the apostles in a time during which there was still much ignorance and uncertainty.


We believe in the supreme authority of Christ our Head and the scriptural plan for leadership in His churches, nothing more and nothing less.  We have no earthly headquarters, and each congregation is equipped by God to serve Him where they are.  The Bible is our only book of policy, and local elders and preachers who are sound in the faith are more than able to teach and guide their individual congregations to maturity in Christ Jesus.
