Why don’t you practice faith healing, speaking in tongues, or other miraculous signs of God’s power?


Modern man has not been endowed with any miraculous measure of power from God like those in the early days of the church were.  While Jesus was still present with the disciples, He Himself gave them such power (Matthew 10:1).  Furthermore, when Jesus departed, He instructed the apostles to wait at Jerusalem for the Spirit that He would send (Luke 24:49), and it was that Spirit, given on the day of Pentecost, that enabled them to do wondrous deeds (Acts 2).  We also have record of a group of Gentiles who received this same special endowment of the Spirit in Acts 10:44-48.  This baptism of the Holy Ghost represented a miraculous measure of power from God.  

Baptized believers today certainly receive the Spirit upon obedience to God (Acts 2:38), but not in this unique degree.  For every believer, the Spirit is the seal on his heart which guarantees his inheritance (Ephesians 1:13-14), and the Spirit is the life-giving Breath which recreates him into a fruit-bearing child of God with a whole new way of thinking and living (Galatians 5:22-25).  However, the miraculous measure of the Spirit’s power was not promised to all believers throughout time; that unique gift was designed to served a specific purpose, after which, it would pass away.  What was this purpose?  Mark 16:20 shows clearly that it was to confirm (to support and validate) the spoken word of truth preached by the apostles and to demonstrate God’s approval of the work that these men were doing in Jesus’ name.


Christianity was something new and rather radical then, especially to the Jews who had become slaves to the Law of Moses and the traditions of their fathers.  For many of them, Jesus was a stumbling-block because He didn’t meet their expectations and challenged their traditions.  God knew that in order for the preaching of the Twelve to be accepted as His genuine will for man’s salvation, that preaching would need to be accompanied by divine signs and wonders, demonstrations of His power backing up these unlearned men of lowly circumstances.  God in His wisdom did not expect mankind to accept a new covenant based solely on the word of fishermen and former tax collectors!  Therefore, He sent His Spirit to bolster their words and provide irrefutable confirmation that what they spoke was indeed His will.  

However, such signs were not designed by God to last indefinitely.  Paul said in I Corinthians 13:8 that such things would cease to be and that they would pass away when “that which is perfect has come.”  The question, then, is this: What is “that which is perfect”?  Some claim that it is Christ, and that man will have miraculous power until He comes again.  But this is a mishandling of the verse:  Jesus is nowhere to be found in the context of that statement!  In order to understand that which is perfect, we must understand, from the surrounding verses, that which is imperfect.  Paul said at that time that they knew and prophesied only “in part.”  Why?  Because the Spirit was still in the process of revealing God’s word through them.  So the “imperfect” – that which was “in part” – was the incomplete, partial knowledge and prophesy that they possessed at that time while the Holy Spirit was still disclosing New Testament truth.  Therefore, keeping the statement in its context, we see that the “perfect” Paul refers to must be the completed and total knowledge and prophesy that they would soon have.  In other words, when the fullness of the revelation from God had come – the sum total of New Testament doctrine and the complete Christian faith – then the signs and wonders sent to validate its delivery would no longer be needed.  
The miraculous signs have long-since accomplished their purpose because the word of God, the New Testament doctrine of Jesus Christ and His church, has been established and confirmed.  We have the written scriptures which are able to make us complete and fully equipped for every good work (I Timothy 3:16-17).  We have been given all things that pertain to life and godliness through our knowledge of Jesus Christ (II Peter 1:3).  We don’t need to see someone healed or hear someone speak in tongues to believe on Christ; faith comes by hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17), “that which is perfect” -- the full and finished product of the Holy Spirit’s inspiration.

Since the New Testament purpose of signs was to confirm the new gospel of Christ (Mark 16:20), those who claim to be modern day miracle workers must be asked what new message from God they are ushering in that requires miraculous validation.  They should be challenged to tell what new covenant they are delivering that God requires them as instruments of His power as He did the apostles long ago.  And have you noticed what they say when they fail to heal someone?  They blame it on the person’s lack of faith.  This very statement destroys their credibility because the apostles’ miracles weren’t dependent on people’s faith (Acts 3:1-10).  If people already had faith, why preach or perform the miracles?  On the contrary, the signs were performed so that faith would result!

And what of those who claim to speak in tongues?  Many today will rattle off some gibberish and then proudly proclaim that it is the power of the Spirit enabling them to do so.  Or they will say that they are speaking in “unknown heavenly languages” when they blurt out those nonsensical syllables.  However, this is not what the apostles and first-century believers who had that gift were doing!  Acts 2:5-12 says that the people who had gathered at Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost heard the apostles speaking in their own languages, human languages that could be understood by those who spoke those languages.  The word “tongues” is translated in the Bible from the Greek word “glossa,” which just means “languages.”  There is nothing mysterious about what they were doing.  We can still speak in “tongues” today – Spanish, French, Chinese, and so on; we just can’t do it miraculously without learning those languages like the apostles were empowered to do.
Even if those people today were speaking in another tongue (which they are not!), the scriptures would still condemn them because they do it without their hearers’ understanding.  Paul told the Corinthian believers who had this gift to keep silent if there was no one present to interpret (I Corinthians 14:27-28).  If they spoke in other languages without an interpreter, all they would be doing is creating confusion, and God is not the author of confusion (v.33).  In other words, the point of any God-given ability was to increase faith and understanding, and without letting the hearer know what those words signify, this purpose is not being accomplished by those claiming to speak in tongues today.


The Bible clearly shows that miraculous demonstrations of God’s power were only designed to exist for that period of time in which the new covenant of Jesus Christ was coming into effect and the old law was passing away.  God wanted those who witnessed the miracles to be moved to faith in this lowly carpenter’s Son and the testimony of those humble men He had chosen to speak on His behalf.  The gift of prophecy by direct revelation, the gift of speaking in other languages, and all the other miraculous gifts of the Spirit (I Corinthians 12:7-11) were going to cease and pass away in due time.  Once the truth of Christ’s doctrine was established in its fullness, those divine endowments of power would be lost to history as the apostles passed from the earthly stage.

To those who seek for signs: BEWARE!  Note Jesus’ warning to such people in Matthew 12:38-42.  He calls them an “evil and adulterous generation” and proclaims that they will receive no sign.  It is the preaching of God’s truth today that must move men to faith and obedience; do not be deceived by false prophets who claim to possess what God has not promised!
