Why don’t you use instrumental music in your worship?
To understand the reasons why, we must first accept one simple truth:  man has never known intuitively how to worship God; he has always required the Lord’s instruction as to what to do and how to do it!  A survey of God’s dealings with His people as recorded in the Bible will definitely bear this out.  With this in mind then, it is imperative that we listen for His authoritative voice in all things concerning our worship to Him, including our musical praise.


As we search for God’s instruction to us, we must also acknowledge another truth: we live in the Christian or New Testament dispensation (period of time), and it is the law given by Christ and His apostles, and the example set by the early church under their direction that we must follow.  It is neither right nor reasonable to look to the Old Testament for authorization on the use of instruments.  The old covenant is done away with by the death of Christ and it is no longer in effect; its rules and precepts are not bound upon man any longer (Colossians 2:14).  Now, if we use the Old Testament as authorization for using musical instruments, we must be consistent and also use it as authorization for polygamy, divorce, and everything else that the Lord once tolerated because of the hardness of the peoples’ hearts (Matthew 19:8).  If we’re going to look to the old law for guidance in musical worship, let’s be consistent and also keep the Sabbath, sacrifice animals, and observe the Jewish feasts and holy days.  The Mosaic Law was a “schoolmaster” to bring us to Christ (Galatians 3:24).  It was fulfilled in Him and by Him (Matthew 5:17-18), as God had always intended; therefore, having served its purpose, that former covenant is done away with and removed.

Once we have established the fact that we are not under the authority of an obsolete Old Testament, it should be clear that the only other Testament to which we can turn for truth and guidance in worship is the NEW one.  Let’s examine the new covenant scriptures that relate to Christian worship in song:

· I Corinthians 14:15 “…I will sing with the spirit and with the understanding also.”

· Ephesians 5:19 “Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord.”
· Colossians 3:16 “…teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.”

· Hebrews 2:12 “…in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee.”

· Hebrews 13:15 “By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to his name.”

One of the words for “sing” in the original Greek is “psallo,” which means generally “to make melody, to sing a hymn or spiritual song.”  Some will point out that it comes from a word which literally means “to pluck or twang the strings of an instrument.”  However, the consensus of the world’s foremost Greek scholars is that it is used metaphorically in passages like these to refer to singing alone.  The verses themselves all clearly define the instrument which is to be used: the human voice.  We are to “speak to one another.”  We are to teach and admonish one another.  We are to offer the fruit of our lips.  There is to be the understanding of our rational minds involved.  This tells us that our voices are the instruments because all other instruments that are played fail to accomplish these purposes.  
Furthermore, in Colossians 3:16, the Greek word for “singing” is “ado,” which only means “to make music with the voice.”  That Greek word is plainly exclusive of instruments!  God has only commanded and required one thing for His praise:  playing upon the strings of our vocal chords with sincere and grateful hearts.  God’s specific command to SING eliminates all other alternative forms of “praise,” such as playing musical instruments.  
Some will argue that because God didn’t tell us NOT to use instruments, we have His permission to do so.  However, silence does not equal authorization!  Any reasonable child knows that when his mother sends him to the store for milk that she doesn’t need to expressly forbid purchasing every other item in the store, listing them all by name.  Likewise, any reasonable mind must accept that just because the use of instruments is not expressly forbidden by scripture is not license to use them.

Another point to consider is the history of musical instruments in “Christian” worship.  It is clear from all historical evidence that instruments were not introduced until around 660 AD, long after the apostles had passed from the scene and the faith had been delivered by the Holy Spirit.  Remember, it was the apostles to whom Jesus gave His authority here on earth to bind and loose (Matthew 16:19).  It was the apostles to whom Jesus gave the Spirit to guide them into all truth (John 16:13).  It was the apostles whose doctrine the early church continued in steadfastly (Acts 2:42).  It was the apostles whom God used as the foundation of His New Testament church (Ephesians 2:20).  Therefore, if the apostles of Jesus Christ didn’t authorize it and the early church under their inspired guidance didn’t practice it, then we must not presume to introduce it ourselves.  We have neither the authority nor the right; we must simply abide in what has been established by those who did have the authority and the right: the apostles of Christ.  The introduction of musical instruments took place centuries after the church was established, and even then, it was several centuries more before they were commonly accepted and widely used.  We seek to please God with the pure praise that we know the first-century church offered to God, praise unpolluted by the addition of that which God did not request or require of His saints!

Finally, consider the purposes of our singing, according to the scriptures: to praise God, to express our personal and collective joys, and to teach and edify one another.  Musical instruments are unnecessary to accomplishing these purposes.  In fact, they cannot accomplish the last one:  a musical tone by an instrument is incapable of teaching anything spiritual or admonishing the brethren, as Paul told the Colossians to do with their songs.  Only the human voice uttering intelligible words and rational phrases in melodic song can teach and admonish.  
So let’s apply some logic here.  If the Biblically-revealed purposes for our songs can be fulfilled by the human voice alone, and if God has not asked us to use instruments (either by direct apostolic command or by example of the early church under apostolic leadership), then we must conclude that the inclusion of instruments can only be for the “enhancement” of the singing for the participants and the listeners.  In other words, the use of musical instruments is not for God’s pleasure and exaltation, but rather for man’s pleasure and entertainment!  This is very, very dangerous ground to tread, for when we add to or take from God’s revealed word to suit our own wills, we place ourselves under His wrathful judgment (Revelation 22:18-19).  God does not need you and me to “spice up” the services or make the praise He has asked for “better” by adding to what He has commanded us to do.


If we are going to be God’s people, we must follow His word, speaking where the Bible speaks and remaining silent where it is silent.  The use of instruments in worship is not authorized by the New Testament scriptures, and its addition is the result of the sinful presumptuousness of man, who seeks his own pleasure above than that of Almighty God.  Musical instruments are not necessary to the fulfillment of our purposes in singing, which are to praise the Lord and to teach and edify one another; to go beyond what the Lord commands and authorizes is an ungodly act of pride that God will not tolerate.  (If you still think it’s no big deal, study what happened to Nadab and Abihu for adding to the Lord’s commands in Leviticus 10:1-2!)  We are to joyfully and thankfully make music in our hearts and with our voices to God.  Period.

