Why do you just call yourselves “Christians” and the “Church of Christ” without any other distinguishing names?


Acts 4:12 lets us know that there is no other name on earth given to any man whereby we can be saved besides the name of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  No man should be so presumptuous and proud as to attach his own name, any other man’s name or title, or the name of any earthly place or thing to the name of the church that Jesus died for and purchased with His own blood!  

The name of a thing denotes the ownership of that thing, and the church that Christ built belongs to Christ alone.  It needs no additions or modifiers to describe it.  The only reason we see so many different names on so many different churches all professing faith in Jesus is that man has erred from the truth and polluted the pure doctrine of Christ.  There is no religious unity because man is not united in the word of God.  People seek to please themselves and wrongly believe that God has given us license and liberty in such “small matters” as the name of the church.  But this is not so!  I would not feel secure in a church that wore any other name than Christ’s.  

We are His disciples and that makes us Christians (Acts 11:26, Acts 26:28, I Peter 4:16), not        (fill-in-the-blank)        -Christians, but simply Christians!  To add anything to it is to cause division that will destroy the body and damn the souls of men.  Paul sharply rebuked the early church at Corinth for becoming factionalized and claiming allegiances to specific men (I Corinthians 3:1-9).  Even though those men may have planted and watered the seeds of their faith, those men did not save their souls or give them eternal life!  Only God gives the increase, and only God deserves the glory of our allegiance and loyalty.  The very sin that Paul condemned is the one that many are guilty of today: the exaltation of man and the fragmentation of the church that belongs to Christ
We believe that Christians and Christ’s church need no adjectives.  We stand on the truth that we belong to Him alone, for it was His death that redeemed us, His blood that bought us, His headship to which we must submit, and His body to which we must belong!

