Why don’t you call your preacher “reverend” or “father” or any other such title?


If you are noticing a pattern in the answers to these questions, then good!  In all things, we must look to the word of God for our doctrine, practice, example, and authority.  The term “reverend,” which means “worthy of awe and fearful respect,” is only applied in the scriptures to the Almighty God.  The one and only time we find this word in our English translation of the scriptures is in Psalm 111:9, where the writer says of God, “holy and reverend is His name.”  To apply such a term to any man is to exalt him to a position he is neither worthy nor qualified to hold, and it is to lower God and cheapen a word which is reserved in scripture for the Sovereign Lord of all heaven and earth.  

How dare any man presume to wear a title that would put him on the same level as the great I AM!  In Matthew 23:9, the Savior Himself says, “And call no man your father upon the earth:  for one is your Father, which is in heaven.”  Jesus was in the midst of rebuking the Pharisees and scribes for exalting themselves above measure, and the same holds for those who would be religious leaders today.  There is no use for titles such as these which lift one man above his brothers in Christ.  There is one God and Father of us all (Ephesians 4:6), and that makes us all children of Him (Romans 8:15-17) and brothers and sisters one of another (Colossians 4:15).  Even the most knowledgeable, gifted, righteous, and respected man in the church is still just a brother in the family of God and an adopted son of the one and only Father in heaven!
An emerging trend is to claim the title “apostle.”  If, however, we are more concerned with truth than we are with personal exaltation, we will acknowledge that there are none living today who meet the scriptural criteria of that office.  Acts 1:21-22 clearly demonstrates that an apostle – one of Christ’s special witnesses – had to be one who was personally present to testify of the baptism, ministry, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus.  One would have to be over 2,000 years old to be an apostle today!  Some say that all of us are “apostles” in the general sense of being “sent” by Christ to live and labor for Him.  While this may be true, it does not give anyone the right to claim it as a special distinction or leadership title in the body of Christ.  Apostles were a special class of church leaders who served as the Lord’s chosen witnesses and received the miraculous measure of the Holy Spirit.  There were only 12 of them, and the rest of us need to leave that title alone!
The preacher of God’s word is just a servant of the church and a brother in the family of believers.  Although he is called to a blessed and wonderful work, he is no more high or holy than anyone else whose sins have been washed away by the blood of Jesus.  If he is called anything other than “brother,” it should only be one of those scriptural titles that describe his work in the Lord: preacher (Romans 10:14), evangelist (Ephesians 4:11, II Timothy 4:5), or minister of Jesus Christ (I Timothy 4:6). 

The only Biblical authorization for titles other than “brother” or “sister” (or some other scriptural term like “saints” or “believers” which simply denote our status in the kingdom) is the use of titles which designate a special leadership function in the Lord’s church to which one has been ordained.  One of these is “elder,” as seen, for example, in Titus 1:5.  This title is synonymous with the title “bishop” that we see in verse 7; both refer to the same spiritual leader in the church, as we clearly see from their use in the same context to describe the same servant.  A third title used to refer to this leader is “pastor” (Ephesians 4:11).  The Greek word translated here is the noun “poimen,” which literally means a “shepherd.”  We know this word refers to the same leader because both Paul and Peter instructed the “elders” to “keep watch over the flock” over which the Holy Spirit had made them overseers (Acts 20:17, 28) and to “feed the flock of God” (I Peter 5:1-3).  In the latter verse, the word “feed” is the verb form (“poimaino”) of the same Greek word (“poimen”) that is translated as “pastor” in Ephesians 4:11.  Thus, it is the elder’s job to “shepherd” or be a “pastor” to the flock.  
Those who do not meet the scriptural criteria found in I Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-8 and are not ordained to the work should not be called “elder,” “bishop,” or “pastor.”  Many have taken to calling the preacher of the church “pastor,” but unless that preacher is also a qualified and ordained elder, he should not be referred to as such.

The only other servant in the church who is given a distinctive title is the “deacon,” as seen in I Timothy 3:8.


In every Biblical instance of a person holding a “special” title, we find that it is only used to denote his function and his particular office of service in the Lord’s church, not as a flattering name which lifts him above everyone else.  To call any leader by any title other than one that is authorized by the inspired word and worn simply to describe his function in the church is a gross perversion of the gospel of Christ.  It is an inappropriate and sinful exaltation of man beyond his due station in the kingdom of heaven.  It is to destroy the equality of brethren that God has ordained in Christ’s church and open the door for more error and false teaching.  It is to go beyond the holy mandate of the Bible and to place some on a level of equality (or at least pretty close!) with God in wisdom, ability, and righteousness.  We need to stick to the simplicity of calling Bible things by the Bible names that we read in the scriptures!
