Living Letters to the Lost


In II Corinthians 3:3, the apostle Paul wrote, “You show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.”  In recording this passage of scripture, Paul followed up his rebuke of those who questioned his authority as an apostle.  He said that he needed no letters of recommendation because his work, as evident in the transformed lives of those whom he had taught, gave full validation to his ministry (v. 1-2).  Paul declared that the believers who live faithfully and victoriously for Christ speak louder than anything that could ever be put on paper!

Those of us who have been set free from sin and delivered from death should send a message to those still lost in this world.  In fact, we don’t just send the message; we are the message.  We are the message that tells how wonderful God’s love truly is.  We are the message that tells how powerful His grace is to reach sinners and redeem them from their sin.  We are the message that tells of His salvation and the gift of eternal life that He offers to all mankind.


Christians can’t just be in the business of telling people how good God is and what He is able to do; we must be about the business of showing them.  If all we do is speak for God without living for God, our words eventually become empty and meaningless.  No matter how eloquently we expound upon the love of God, if we do not manifest that love in our daily interactions with others, we are just running our mouths, talking loud and saying nothing (I Corinthians 13:1).  People will eventually see past our hollow profession to the reality of our unrenewed lives, and we will become a stumbling-block to them in their search for salvation.

There is nothing we can say and no amount of skill in saying it that can surpass the power of an active example.  The saints of God should set forth the standard of holiness and purity, not just by quoting scriptures, but by living sanctified lives.  The children of the Most High should proclaim that their Master and Maker is holy and worthy of praise, not just by speaking empty words to that effect, but by showing reverence and respect for Him, both in the assembly and out.  The redeemed of the Lord should tell the lost that God is able, not just by telling them everything is going to be alright, but by showing them that everything is alright in our own lives, that even in the midst of our storms, we still have joy and peace that passes understanding.

What does your life say to your family and friends who don’t know God?  What does the letter of your daily walk communicate to those who read it?  Have you proof-read your epistle lately to see that your character and conduct are truly saying what God wants the world to hear?  If people don’t get the message of God’s grace, power and, love from what they read in the living letter of your lifestyle, it may be time for a rewrite!
