The Mess of the “Many”


It’s human nature to be impressed by numbers.  We say things like “The more, the merrier” or “There’s safety in numbers” or “Hundreds of people can’t be wrong.”  The reality is that the multitude is often headed blindly off a cliff!  Numbers in and of themselves don’t give a group legitimacy and they don’t guarantee that a given movement is valid.  We should be careful not to assume something is right just because a lot of people are doing it.


Jesus said in Matthew 7:13 that the gate that leads to destruction is wide.  He said that this path is broad and MANY people are on it.  Sin is alluring, and great masses of people flock to the wicked pleasures of this world.  False religion is enticing, and many individuals have been ensnared in error.  The true saints are greatly outnumbered by those who are teaching and worshiping according to deceptive doctrine.  In fact, God’s people have always been in the minority compared to the rest of the world.  Only a relative few find the small gate and the narrow way that leads to life (v. 14).

Don’t get discouraged by the smallness of the Lord’s church in contrast to some of the false faiths around us.  Don’t become disheartened when you can only get a handful of folks to support a good cause, but then watch dozens jump at the chance to participate in something foolish or trivial.  Don’t be persuaded to follow the multitude when it looks like they are having a ball and you feel like the odd man out.  As Brother Jackson told us a few weeks ago, if “everybody’s going,” that’s probably a good indication that you shouldn’t!


Let’s take comfort in the Lord’s words and strive to do right even when it seems like we’re striving alone.  Appearances can be deceiving; although the masses may not be on your side, if you are doing right, then the great God of all heaven and earth surely is.  That ONE will always outnumber the largest crowd! 

