Walking with God


Have you ever thought about what you would like people to say at your funeral?  …how you would like to be remembered and eulogized by the mourners who gather?  If there were only one phrase that could describe my life after I’ve left, I want to live my life so that it would be “He walked with God.”  Although it’s a simple phrase, it’s really quite deep and meaningful.  It would mean that I have lived in constant communion with my Creator, always seeking His will.  It would mean that my life was inextricably linked to the Almighty God and that I labored to give Him honor and glory.  It would mean that, even though I was not a perfect man, I walked in the light and lived a life determined and directed by love.

The Bible only gives this honorable epitaph to two men, one of whom is Enoch (Genesis 5:22-24).  One commentator wrote that the Hebrew version of this passage actually contains the definite article in reference to God.  In other words, the Bible says that Enoch walked with the God, which may be an indication of his faithfulness during a time when idol worship was emerging.  Despite what was going on around him, Enoch had the conviction to live in strict compliance with the will of the Lord.  What a powerful example for us in this age of materialism, individualism, and hedonism!
The second man to whom this extraordinary way of life is attributed is Noah.  Genesis 6:9 says, “Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God.”  I would say so, because in a world where the thoughts of people’s hearts were continually evil, this man obeyed God and served for many years as a righteous witness to a lost and lascivious generation.  Noah’s faith should encourage us when it seems like the whole world is against us and that we are standing alone for godliness and truth. 

Walking with God is not always going to be a walk in the clouds.  There will be times when we must tread the treacherous path of persecution or cross the scalding desert of loneliness or pass through the deep, dark forest of discouragement.  However, we must all resolve that wherever he leads, we will follow.  Enoch’s walk resulted in his being taken by God.  Noah’s walk was rewarded by his preservation from destruction.  I, too, want to be set apart in safety and peace, and one day be removed from the corruption of this world to an inheritance incorruptible in glory!  And so I know that I must walk with God.

