What Is A Christian?

Part 4: A Saint

It is important to understand the New Testament usage of the term “saint.”  The word comes from the Greek word HAGIOS and literally means “holy one.”  Who are these “holy ones,” according to the scriptures?  II Thessalonians 1:10 describes the “holy people” (saints, HAGIOS) as “all those who have believed.”  Paul told the Thessalonian believers, “This includes YOU…”  The saints are not some special class of Christians who have done great and marvelous deeds.  The saints are not those who are “especially” holy and have proven themselves more pious than the rest of us.  The saints are not an elite group of individuals selected by the church leaders to have that title bestowed on them, as in the Roman Catholic religion.  According to the scriptures, the saints are the believers who have been saved by faith in the gospel of Christ and been added to His church.  Therefore, it must be understood that every Christian is a saint, and every saint is a Christian!
If you are a Christian, then you are also one of the saints, the holy people of God.  Peter’s description of the church gives a good understanding of what Christian saints are called to be: a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God (I Peter 2:9).  His description of a people who are “called out of darkness into His wonderful light” lets us know that we are SET APART from the world for God’s will.  Another term for this condition of the Christian is SANCTIFICATION.  This comes from a form of the same Greek word that gives us “saint.”  Therefore, to be a Christian is to be a saint, and to be a saint is to be sanctified!  

The sainthood of the saved believer implies PURITY!  To be a Christian and a saint is to have been cleansed from sin (Acts 2:38; 22:16).  It is to no longer carry the stains of guilt and iniquity, for all of your past sin is taken away by the sacrifice of Jesus.  To be a Christian and a saint is to also be in the continual process of purification.  Even though our past sins are washed away, we still may succumb to the sinful nature.  To walk in your sainthood is to walk in the light of God and confess your sins to have them cleansed by the blood of Jesus (I John 1:7-9); it is to allow the Spirit to work through the truth of the word to renew your mind and purge your heart of all unrighteousness (John 17:17).  True saints are not only SET APART by God from the world, but they continue to STAND APART from the world, living as a city that is set on a hill.

The sainthood of the saved believer implies PURPOSE!  To be a Christian and a saint is to have the calling of God upon your life.  You are selected for His will, set apart to serve Him and to declare His praises as the One who called you out of darkness.  You are no longer your own, to use your body and mind and resources for unrighteousness and personal pleasure; you are consecrated to God, reserved for His righteousness.  Sainthood is like being the good china that stays on the shelf for special use, as opposed to a common paper plate that is used once and then thrown away.  Christians are the saints of God – His special chosen people, removed from unrighteousness and made HOLY in Christ Jesus their Lord, saved and sanctified to serve Him.

