What Is A Christian?

Part 5: A Servant of God

In our modern religious culture, one of the biggest misconceptions being fostered by preachers of the “prosperity gospel” is that God exists to serve man.  They may not come right out and say it in those words, but the doctrine they set forth certainly sends that very message.  These false teachers and all who have bought into their damnable doctrine need to be reminded of the truth: man is the creation, and he was created to serve His Creator.  In our old lives, we sold ourselves out as slaves to sin, but in our renewed relationship with God through Jesus Christ, we are brought back into the service of the munificent and merciful Master of all heaven and earth!

A Christian is a servant of the Most High God, a person whose life is given over to please the One by whom and for whom he or she now lives.  One of the Greek words for “servant” in the New Testament signifies one who is in bondage, one who is not free to do his own will, but rather is bound to do the will of another.  To be a servant is to be subject to someone else’s will, and this is the perfect description of our relationship to God.  In fact, if we as Christians are truly disciples (students) of Christ, then one lesson we should be learning from Him is how to serve!  In John 13:12-17, after washing His disciples’ feet, Jesus reminded them disciples that they called Him “Teacher” and “Lord.”  If they really meant that, they should have had no problem following His example, and the example He set for them was one of SERVICE.
Unfortunately, many who call themselves “Christians” have lost sight of what it means to be a servant.  Many of us are so preoccupied with controlling and dominating others, maintaining our own status and standing, and making arrangements to satisfy our own desires and demands that we are no longer pleasing God our Master, and haven’t been for quite some time!  Serving the Lord means that personal pleasure goes on the back-burner.  Serving the Lord means that what you want takes a back seat to what God wants.  Serving the Lord means that even your goals and dreams, as potentially positive and productive as they are, do not take precedence over doing what the Lord requires of you.  These things are not easy and enjoyable to contemplate, but they must be considered if we are going to live up to our calling as servants of God.
The servant’s whole purpose in life is to please his or her master by doing just what the master wants.  Well, what does our Master want?  He wants us to be holy like He is (I Peter 1:16).  He wants us to love others as He does (Matthew 5:43-48).  He wants us to deny carnal desires and live soberly, righteously, and godly (Titus 2:12).  He wants us to serve our fellow man with kindness and compassion (Philippians 2:1-5).  He wants us to lift up the Lord Jesus by the lives we live and by the gospel we share so that the lost can see Him and be saved (II Corinthians 5:17-21).  Good and faithful servants live to give their master exactly what he wants, and only those who satisfy the Sovereign Lord will hear him say, “Well done!”

