What Is A Christian?

Part 6: A Soldier of Christ

It can’t be seen with physical eyes.  The battlefield is not any earthly landscape.  It isn’t fought with man-made weapons, nor is it waged for territory or treasure.  However, there is a war being waged every day.  It is a spiritual struggle, one that is fought minute by minute upon the battlefield of the human heart.  God and Satan struggle for man’s present devotion and his future destiny.  When you became a Christian, you defected from the devil and enlisted in the Lord’s army!

Christians are soldiers.  They must strive diligently to grow spiritually and earnestly contend for the faith.  They must courageously confront tribulations and trials and stand steadfastly against the assaults of the devil.  Christian soldiers must recognize the voice of their Commander-in-Chief and submit to that divine authority.  They are not free to pursue their own objectives, but are subordinate to the One in charge, obeying the will of their Superior and disciplining themselves in the process.  Like any good and successful soldiers, Christians must keep themselves under control, reining in their thoughts (II Corinthians 10:3-5), buffeting their bodies (I Corinthians 9:24-27), and ordering carefully their steps (Jeremiah 10:23, Proverbs 3:5-6) so that when it’s time to fight, they won’t be taken off guard.

Christian soldiers should be well-equipped and trained in the art of spiritual warfare.  They must know their OBJECTIVE.  It is their task to defend their own hearts against the invasion of ungodly thoughts so that their conversation and character are not corrupted.  It is also their task to go on the offensive when the opportunity arises, using God’s word to convict the sinner of his error and convince him of the power of God to save through faith in Jesus.

They must also know their ADVERSARY.  Christian soldiers should have knowledge of their enemy the devil and be aware of the avenues of attack by which he comes.  They should know Satan’s nature as a deceiver and corrupter of that which is good.  They should realize the power of the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, and be guarding these inroads vigilantly.

They must also know their EQUIPMENT.  Effective soldiers in the army of God know how to use faith to protect themselves, truth to gird themselves up, salvation as their helmet, and righteousness as their breastplate.  They are ready with the gospel of peace and skilled in using the sword of the Spirit, God’s word, for both defensive and offensive maneuvers.  They are diligent in prayer to the Lord daily, making supplication with all perseverance and watchfulness.  Read Ephesians 6:10-18, and you are reminded that God has given us a mighty spiritual arsenal to fight with.

The soldier’s life is not an easy one: Paul reminded Timothy to endure hardship like a good soldier of Jesus Christ, and warned him not to entangle himself in the affairs of this life in order to please the one who enlisted him (II Tim. 2:3-4).  Soldiers live a sequestered lifestyle, especially in time of war, so that nothing will distract them from their one purpose – to FIGHT for their Commander and King! 
