What Is A Christian?

Part 7: A Citizen of God’s Kingdom

In order to know how to ACT, Christians must know who they ARE.  The hope that the people of God might better grasp their identity, and therefore carry themselves accordingly, is the motivation behind this series of writings.  With that thought in mind, let us consider the nature of the Christian as a citizen in the kingdom of God.  The kingdom over which Christ rules maintains no earthly cities and has no worldly capitol; it is spiritual in nature.  Paul wrote in Colossians 1:13 that we have been rescued from the kingdom of darkness and brought into the kingdom of God’s dear Son to enjoy redemption and forgiveness.

This truth reinforces the fact that we are now divorced from the kingdom of this world.  There is no such thing as dual citizenship in the spiritual realm!  You are either part of this worldly kingdom over which Satan rules (Ephesians 2:2), or you are subject to Almighty God as your Lord and King.  The apostle Paul teaches believers that they have been delivered from the devil’s dominion and have been raised up with Christ to be seated in heavenly places with Him (v. 6).  Once we have submitted to the Lordship of Jesus Christ through faithful obedience, we have defected from the dictatorship of the devil.  We have renounced our citizenship in this world and claimed our citizenship in heaven and in the kingdom of God.

Citizenship has its PREREQUISITES.  In the natural world, there are certain requirements of those who desire to become citizens of a country: residency must be established, certain tests must be passed, and an oath of allegiance must be sworn.  A person must come into the country the right way, and he or she must do the right things in order to stay in good standing!  The kingdom of Christ is the same.  No one can rightly claim citizenship who has not obeyed the King’s “naturalization” laws of believing the gospel, repenting of sin, confessing the Son, and being baptized for remission of sin.

Citizenship has its PRIVILEGES.  All true citizens of earthly countries enjoy certain privileges in those countries: they may get to vote or express themselves in various ways, hold certain positions or offices, or they may get to take advantage of certain benefits and blessings.  This is true of the Christian citizen of the kingdom of Christ!  Although we don’t get a say in establishing the policies of doctrine (it has already been divinely-delivered!), we do have an avenue of approaching the Higher Powers in this kingdom and making ourselves heard.  We can speak to God through Jesus aided by the Holy Spirit and find the grace we need in time of trouble (Hebrews 4:16).  The Christian is immediately ordained to the position of “royal priest” upon obeying the gospel (I Peter 2:9) and is elevated to sit with Christ Himself!  The citizen of God’s kingdom also savors certain blessings the non-citizen cannot claim: that person has the cleansing of Jesus’ blood, the spirit of power and love, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

We can all probably agree that, despite our gripes and grievances, it is good to be a citizen of the United States of America.  However, as highly as we esteem that wonderful blessing, we should count it an even greater blessing to be numbered among the citizens of God’s kingdom.  We should never neglect to show our gratitude by our adherence to the King’s commandments and by the constant homage of holiness that we pay!
