What Is A Christian?

Part 8: A Child of God

Perhaps the most succinct and all-encompassing answer that can be given to the question “What is a Christian?” is to reply that he or she is a child of God.  The uniquely wonderful thing about our relationship to God is that we get to call Him Abba, Father!  He is not some cold, uncaring deity who is unconcerned about His creations; on the contrary, the Bible characterizes Him as a loving and compassionate Parent who takes pity on His children, and in that knowledge the Christian can rejoice!
The manner by which we are made children of God is two-fold: we are born again as spiritual beings AND we are adopted into God’s family.  Since flesh and blood can not inherit the kingdom of heaven, what is necessary is that a person be born again of water and of the Spirit (John 3:5).  Here, Jesus alludes to the process of spiritual renewal which involves the seed of the Spirit, God’s word, and the womb of regeneration, the burial and resurrection of baptism.  Not only does our sonship involve a second birth, it also requires adoption.  God makes our inheritance doubly-sure by not only giving us a new start as a spiritual being, but also by giving us “the Spirit of sonship,” the assurance that God has brought us out of the world of sin and condemnation and into His family of righteousness and eternal life (Romans 8:15-16).  It is through the assurance and understanding that the Holy Spirit’s teaching provides that we are able to confidently and comfortably call God our FATHER!

To truly be a child of God is to be a Christian in more than just NAME: a child demonstrates the NATURE of his parent, and so must it be with the children of God.  What the Lord wanted when He saved you and me was for us to be transformed by the renewing of our minds as we walk in the Spirit so that we no longer conform to the darkness of the world, but stand out from it as bright reflections of His holiness and purity.  THE CHILD OF GOD’S JOB IS TO LET THE WORLD KNOW WHAT HIS OR HER FATHER LOOKS LIKE!  Just as the traits of our earthly parents can be seen in our facial features and body type and mannerisms, so too must our heavenly Father’s “face” be evident when the world looks at His children.  There is no higher calling for the children of God than to live up to their Father’s righteousness, for in that, they will have accomplished their whole purpose for having been born.  In Mathew 5:43-45, Jesus instructed his disciples to go farther than what the world was accustomed to in terms of love and friendship: we should love even those who don’t love us and pray for those who misuse us.  Jesus said that this is what REALLY makes us sons of God, the fact that our character is consistent with His and that we do what He does!
Paul added to his thoughts on the subject in Romans 8:17 by reminding believers that being children of God means that they stand to receive an inheritance!  This should be the Christian’s great hope and joy in this world, even in the midst of trouble, persecution, and hardship – there is an eternal reward waiting on the other side!  Being a child of God guarantees that God will provide; it makes certain that there is a room in the Father’s house that Big Brother Jesus has gone to prepare (John 14:2-3).
