Whose Life Is It?

Paul answers the question definitively in II Corinthians 5:14-15 where he wrote, “For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then all are dead; and that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them and rose again.”  The apostle reminds us that our lives must be sacrificed to the One who sacrificed His life for us.  We are compelled to serve God with all that we have and all that we are because He bought us for Himself with the purchase price of His blood.

I like the fact that Paul uses the phrase “the love of Christ constraineth us.”  This is a very strong statement.  It conveys the idea that we are no longer free to live as we like and to do as we please.  The Greek word for “constrain” was used to refer to a cattle pen that held an animal in a fixed position and restricted its movement while its owner mended a wound or administered medication.  As God’s purchased property, we are literally hemmed in on every side by the love of God.  For our own good, we are fixed in the place where He puts us and no longer allowed to roam free.  We have no other options than the ones His will allows.


Does this make us prisoners and slaves?  Absolutely, and if such bondage to God makes me free from death and damnation, then lock me up and throw away the key!!!  How much better to be a slave of Christ and kept away from destructive sin than to roam free in the lusts of our flesh and reap ruin and wrath!  How much better to be a captive to a kind and merciful Savior than to be bound by Satan, the cruel and malicious enemy of our souls!  How much better to be hemmed in to a life of servitude to God and be rewarded with a crown of life than to serve self and sin, only to reap everlasting destruction in the end!

Notice what it is that keeps us penned in: it is the LOVE of Christ.  The only thing that keeps us from running wild in our fleshly lusts and indulging our selfish ambitions is the love that God has shown to us through Jesus.  The love that led Him to Calvary’s cross to die a sinner’s death is what keeps us fixed in place and focused on His will.  As we meditate on His grace, we come to understand that we owe Him everything.  The only reasonable conclusion we can come to is that we have no choice but to offer our bodies as living sacrifices to Him (Romans 12:1).

While Paul’s phrasing makes it seem like an undesirable situation on the surface, there is blessed prosperity in the depths of this admonition.  When we submit to slavery to righteousness, we are truly liberated to live an abundant life free from the domination of the devil and the corruption of carnality.  

